2^i               The Facts About Shakespeare

Folio is the prime authority for the text to-day.
The same is true of Titus Andronicus, except that in
this case the Folio restores from some manuscript
source a scene which had been dropped from the
Quarto. If, as some hold, the Folio texts of Richard
III and King Lear were printed from Quartos, there
must have been available also a manuscript version,
which is so heavily drawn upon that the Folio text
virtually represents an independent source, as it does
in the case of four of the five plays acknowledged to
be due to surreptitious reporting. Pericles, the fifth of
these, was first admitted to the collected works in the
third Folio, and is the only "reported" text forming
our sole authority.

In the table of Quarto editions may be noted four
entries with the words "or 1619" added to the date
which appears on the title-page. These four plays,
along with the 1619 Quartos of The Merry Wives and
Pericles, an undated Quarto of The Whole Contention
(the earlier form of 2 and 8 Henry VI), the Quarto of
Sir John Qldcastle, dated 1600, and the Quarto of A
Yorkshire Tragedie, dated 1619, have been shown by
Mr. A. W. Pollard, with the cooperation of Mr. W. W.
Greg, to have been put on the market at the same time,
and Mr. W. J. Neidig has proved from typographical
evidence that the title-pages of all nine were set up in
succession in 1619. It now seems established that in the
case of these nine Quartos the correct date of publication
should be 1619, and that, in the case of The Merchant